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Case Hzghim his R;ghg Faced

5} Double Agen £

oy Lezz H. Sun
Washingon Post Sl Writer

As his zmomey sees it, there is Do ques-
jon of Richeré Craig Smith's Jovalty.

“Opce vou ere ap agent for the United
Niates, vou are alweys an agent,” Brent Cer-
uth wld reporiess vesterday after his client,
» former Army counierintelligence specialist,
pleaded not guilty to espionzge charges."“At
ro tme did M:. Smith do any act which
would injure the security of the United
Stztes in any wey.”

Federsl prosecutors believe otherwise.
They have chzrged Smith, 40, of Believue,
Wash., with disclosing the identities of six
U.S. double 2zents 1o & Soviet KGB officer
for §11,000. ¥ convicied, he could be sen-
zenced to life in prison A federal judge in
Alexandriz hzs set his trial for July &

Sieiit'e ezse, zccording to former intelli-
SEncE_GRICIES. 10U Eles the S <e;~.smm_of

vbie-zcent operzicns. 2 kev pzrt of the
murin rea‘_. thzt 15 counterinielicence.

“You ere never zbsolutely certain who the
20ent i reaiv working for” seid Georse
Carver, ¢ 1c":»e: cdeourv_for netonal intel-
iigence 10 two cireciors of the Central Intel-
livence Asency 254 now & semio:_fellow at
Gf—o*ge‘gn,. g-nwv-sm' s Center {or Stretesic
ang g

“There it no ?_crmﬂ of intelligence activity
trickSer or more frzucht with securitv than
double-22eat operations.”

In cneeecsfil  donhle.poent
whirk gre pmAermzlen by the

iprratinng)

operations
military the

Cl4 and the FBL zn mcmoua] is working -

for bott sides. 2 fzct hown onh to the US.”
$I0e. In penerel thelr purpose is 10 Jezrn
- more sbout end deflect the sttempts of hos-

KGB, while sec:eﬂv under the control of
u.s. mtelhgence, sccording 10 court papers
in the czse. The double egents are used to
Jezrn the identities of KGB personnel, their
intelligence swucture anc how they odiain

US. mibtery secrets, federal Drotecuwvs

have said.
The psvehological stress on mdmdua.s
involved In coubie-ageni operauons. ntel-

Yirence experis and jorme: intelbeence offi- -

Cers say, It Lremendous.

“The LGB 18 extremelv sensitive to th_m
[doubie-agent operztions! en¢ znvone tar-
geted for recruizment bv the KGR is very
cerefullv scrutinizec end  tesied hv the
hGB, szid John Barron. an expent on nge
clandestine operations and the author of two
books gbout thf- KGB. the Soviet secret in-
telligence agencv.

There have been some ceses, Bzrron said,
where the KGE, because of zpprehension
about double egents, bas rejected Americans
who actuelly wanted to work for them.

The person who engeges in double-acent

“T5 build someone’s credibility, so that
what he reports tende to be believed, you
hzve to give him some good information,”
Carver etplameo

Smith, & steff sergeant, wor ked. for the
Arlington-based Arms intelligence command
from July 1973 to January 1880. He was the
case officer or alternate cese officer in charge
of one Gouble-egent operstion known as
“Royal Miter” from October 1976 to July
1878, according to the indictment ageinst

him. In 1977, three vears before he Jeft the
governroert, Smith switched irom military to
‘eivilian duty for the commend es & GS-11
and was asswned to posts in Sz, Frenciseo.

Inforroed sources said Smith's switch from
mililary to civilian stetus indicates that he
wes highly regarded.

Federal prosecutors heve dw'eed that
Smith, who had toD SECTel SECUNILY CIEET2NCE
because of his responsipdity for the “Roval
Niter” ope'a‘aon, had “access o znd Jmowi-
edee o from 14 1o 24 other acuble-azent
operations anc knew the jgeniities of pumer-

oz,:gmgg., m’(ghxgengg gxperts znd officials

" ssv, rousi also heve unusual ouauﬁcanors,

Geperaliv, the persor, must be emotionaliv
stable. courageous and bright, bu! appesr w0
Reve defects or molivalions that wowd make

him & bebevable recruit, Barron saic.

“Any Tsmglej 2gent 1s ving & gouble ex-
istence,” seid Ken Bass, forme. counsel for
intelligence policy in the Justice Department
during the Certer administration. “A double
agent is living 2 Gouble, double existence,
hendling & lot o‘ roles sxmuhc.neox.slv

Menv of the double-2gent operations zre

not run to coliect information, kmown in the

inte]lige')ce commupity es “positive intelh-

e mle..zgence SEVICES WO penetraw U Q
mwﬁmence.

“In the Army Intelligence end S
Comrmznd, where Smith worked for seven of
hic 13 veers in the Army, the double egzents
are U.S. miliieny perscnnel who pretend to
be disloval o the United Sisies to cooperzte
with 2 hostile intelligence service, such as the

cu:ity't

gence,” but to finG oul more zbout now the
adve'salj s Intellieence 18 funcuonmg former
ClAa d_pu»v Carver said. Some zlso are used
i0s _pgx so-called Oistnjormation gesigned
"o miclead, be sa2id.

The cifficulties of 2 double acent involved

in suppiving cisinformstion become com-

pounded because judgment celic must he ©

rnade 2nd cleerances given 16 Q'ovaoe some

velid inteiligence information __m' Qut_seri-
“ously Cemacine our interests, he said.

ous U.S. Inieiigence personnei. .
Desiaes e S 00UDIE 2gents he is &c-
cused of revezling to the Soviets, he mey
have told the Soviets more than he cleims,
Assistant U.S. Atworney Joseph J.-Aronica
hes said. '
Authorities
mucth oamage

heve declined to sav how:
10 nationel secuntyv mev have
been cone ac a result of the alleped diseclo-
sures, but inforrned sources say that the
Smith case hes “shazken evervone up” in the
Intelligence cOMMUNITY.

Tnformation 1o e released to the Soviews
through double agents is carefully coordinat-
ed and approved for relesse at the hlghest
‘Jevels across agency lines, the sources szid, so

* that what one double sgent tells the other

side does not insdvertently compromise an-
other double egent who elso is working for
the United States, informed sourees said.
Smith, who is being held on $500,000
bond, zppeared in court vesiercay in & sports
jacket and brown slacks. He is cherged vn)u
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